COE + COT PROCESS FLOWCHART
Non-Emergency:
1) Application for
Evaluation

2) Pre-Petition
Screen

A.R.S. 36-520

A.R.S. 36-521

Includes statement that
proposed patient is
believed to be
DTS/DTO/ PAD/GD.

- Provided within 48
hours after receipt of
Application.

- Application is acted
upon within 48 hours
after receipt.

- Gather facts
necessary to
understand whether the
person is
DTO/DTS/PAD/GD

- If not acted upon
within 48 hours, the
reasons why it was not
acted upon shall be
reviewed by the
director of the

3) Petition for COE

A.R.S. 36-523
Sets forth factual basis in
support of
PAD/GD/DTS/DTO.
Petition COE requests the
court to order the patient
submit to an evaluation on
either an outpatient or
inpatient basis

4) Order for
Evaluation/PU
Order

A.R.S. 36-529
2a) Voluntary Eval

A.R.S. 36-522
After the Application for Evaluation, and before the Petition
for Court Ordered Evaluation, the proposed patient may
choose to participate in a scheduled evaluation either
provided by the county or private; can be inpatient or
outpatient

Emergency:
1) Application for
Emergency
Admission

A.R.S. 36-524
-Application is
completed by any
person with first-hand
knowledge of the facts
-Filed at the Screening
Agency (UPC/PRC-W)
-Without immediate
hospitalization the
proposed patient is likely
to suffer serious harm,
serious illness, or is
likely to inflict serious
harm on another person.

2) Apprehension and
Transportation

A.R.S. 36-525
-PICK UP ORDER:
Admitting officer may
advise a peace officer to
take person into custody
and transport to
evaluation agency
-The police officer shall
apprehend and transport
the person to an
evaluation agency
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3) Emergency
Admission + Petition
for COE

A.R.S. 36-526+527
-Once the patient arrives
at the evaluation agency,
the evaluation agency
shall immediately perform
an evaluation of the
patient’s psychiatric and
physical condition
-If Patient still meets
standard, file PCOE
-24 Hour Limit: the
patient taken into custody
for emergency admission
may not be detained
longer than 24 hours

-Court reviews
PCOE and
orders an
evaluation on IP
or OP basis
-PU orders
expire in 14
days

5)
Evaluation

A.R.S. 36530
-Must be
completed
within 72
hours
-Two
psychiatrists
evaluate patient

6) Petition for
Court Ordered
Treatment

A.R.S. 36533
-Sets forth the
factual basis for
COT
-Includes the
affidavits of the
two psychiatrists
who performed
the evaluations
Petition asks the
court to order a
period of
mandated
treatment

6a) Voluntary
Status

A.R.S. 36534
Patient can be
changed to
voluntary status
after the PCOT
has been filed

7) Hearing

A.R.S. 36539
Held within 6
business days
from time
PCOT is filed
Determines if
patient is to
receive
mandated
treatment

